
Dear Parents & Carers 
We have finally reached the end of what has been a challenging 
year for so many! I wrote a very similar message to you at this 
point last year and had never envisaged having to write a similar 
final newsletter this Year! Although there have been some recent 
cases of staff isolating and we had to burst our Year 6 bubble in 
the last couple of weeks we have managed over the last year to 
have minimal disruptions in comparison to other schools locally 
and nationally.

This may be just good luck of course but I’d like to think that 
actually it’s about a whole school community working incredibly 

effectively together and upholding our values of compassion, trust and integrity. Thank you 
for all the support you have given us, we know your lives have been much affected by the 
pandemic and let’s hope that we can soon get back to normal.

Most certainly, our children have ‘done us all proud’. Our end of year assessments show 
that the overwhelming majority of children are on track for the targets we predicted last 
September. They, with your support, have really excelled themselves this year and again, it 
just shows what can be done when we work together in the best interests of our children. 
Thank you for the support you have not only given your children this year, but the support 
that you have shown to our dedicated staff team. 

I know many of you will be having quite different summer 
holidays this year and I hope that you and your family 
are able to spend some quality time together, 
enjoying the relaxing of the many restrictions 
we have all been under. We will ensure you 
all have the relevant information that  
you will require for our return in 
September. Have a wonderful break. 

Katy Burns  Headteacher
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Our Year 6 pupils have really demonstrated great 
resilience and such positive mind-sets this year. We’re 
incredibly proud of the ways in which they have 
responded to changing plans, a very different end of 
year transition to secondary and the demands of online 
learning. They returned in March with a determination 
to be as secondary ready as they could be and indeed, 
despite all the challenges, we know that they’re ready to 

leave us and move onto their next steps in life. 

Year 6, you’ve been a credit to us and your families. We 
will ensure that your last week in school is a memorable 
one.  Remember, you will always be a part of the Galmpton 
family and we look forward to hearing about the many 
successes you will continue to have as you begin your new 
school. Well done to every member of our Year 6 class!

Year 6 Leavers

For those eligible to Local Authority free school meals (not to 
be confused with the KS1 Universal infant meals which are 
Government funded and free for all KS1 pupils!) , don’t forget the 
free holiday activities which are available and provided through 
Torbay Council.  There was an email issued containing details to 
current eligible families on 6th July with a link to the information.

You will also be receiving £90 worth of vouchers per child through 
the holidays from the Council’s Covid fund.

If you find your financial circumstances change during the holidays 
you may be eligible to free school meals. Please click the link here.

Free School Meals Eligibility

CLICK HERE  
TO APPLY  
FOR FREE  
SCHOOL 
MEALS

https://www.torbay.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/fsm/


As part of our Gateway, ’Citizenship’, and learning about the history of 
the seaside, Year 1 took a trip to Broadsands Beach. The children took 
part in various seaside activities as well as a litter pick. We were very 
proud of our children making a difference to our local community.

BEACH TRIPY1

As part of Year 2’s learning on how 
Agatha Christie was and remains 
special to Galmpton, the children 
had a fabulous visit to Greenway. 
They then had the huge honour of 
talking to Mathew Pritchard, Agatha 
Christie’s grandson, via Zoom.  The 
children enjoyed hearing some 
of Mathew’s moving memories of 
Agatha Christie as a grandmother. 

Greenway 
House

Y2



The decision has been taken to withdraw the class 
ordering system from September. 

School Lunches & ParentPay

We must stress the importance of lunches being  
pre-ordered via ParentPay, rather than relying on your 
child being able to order in class.  The amount of orders 
received by the kitchen “on the day” increased, which 
meant that more and more valuable teaching and learning 
time was being lost in class (we are sure you will agree that 
education and learning time has become a huge focus for 
us all following the lockdowns that we have experienced).

If you have any queries, please contact the school office 
(lunches can be ordered up until the night before).

Accelerated Readers

A huge well done to our  
Star Readers this month

1 million words Carmel Nunn

2 million words

Noah Fisher 

Alistair Barnicott 

Neve Whitall

They have all managed the massive 
achievement of reading over a million 

words on the Accelerated Reading 
Scheme this year

Year 4 had a lovely 
trip to Torre Abbey 
to help us answer 
our learning 
question ‘Why is the 
barn at Torre Abbey 
called the Spanish 
Barn?’  We learnt lots 
of new facts and 
have written tour 
guide leaflets that 
will be on display 
at Torre Abbey. So if 
you are visiting over 
the summer, look out 
for our information 
fact sheets!

Torre Abbey TripY4



On Tuesday the 6th July, Year 5 had the 
most ‘Oarsome’ adventure when they 
paddled all the way from Greenway 
Quay to Totnes. Having learnt about the 
water cycle, flooding, seals, and bridge 
building throughout the year, the trip 
allowed the class to spend some time on 
the river they had learnt so much about. 
Despite planning the trip so that the tide 
would carry them to Totnes, on the day 
the wind was stronger than the tide, so 
the trip became a truly epic adventure! 
The children all demonstrated incredible 
determination to battle against the wind. 
They were an inspiration to all the adults 
who supported them. 

Beatrix – “although we were aching all over 
and wet through, we still had an ‘oarsome’ 
time.  I loved my group because we sang 
songs along the way.” 

Lucy – “I liked the way everyone in my boat 
worked together to get us to Totnes.”

Mrs Baumback  - “I was incredibly proud 
of my group who all proved that they we 
experts at counting to 10! There were so 
many ‘power 10’ strokes that if they were 
all put together we must have counted to 
1000!”

The class stopped once or twice to 
explore the wildlife. As they explored the 
shoreline, everyone found crabs, shrimp, 
oysters and many different shells. 

Jamie – “We even played ‘actual’ stuck-on-
the-mud! Ethan and I both lost our shoes in 
the mud and had to pull them out!”

When they were back in the boats, they 
were fortunate enough to see a seal 
swimming alongside one of the boats and 
saw many types of birds such as Egrets, 
Cormorants, Herons and Canada Geese. 

Amy – “It was the best day of my life!”

A huge thank you must go to the parents 
who helped us paddle all the way. We 
couldn’t have done it without you!

Canoe Trip
Y5



This event was a great success and the children all really 

enjoyed getting involved and helping us to raise a fantastic 

£256 for new play equipment. We have been able to 

purchase skipping ropes, den making equipment, hoops, 

balls, “Connect Four”, “Giant Jenga” and Dominoes as well 

as a chess set which together with a table football game 

have proved very popular. We also did a “makeover” 

on our Reading Shed and renamed it “The Beach Hut” 

to give the children somewhere to play games, read 

or just relax if they find the playground too noisy. 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity which has 

enabled us to do this for the children.

Danceathon 
Proceeds



Key Stage 1 enjoyed a fun filled day of sporting 
activities from football, to javelin and took part in 
various races such as relay, egg and spoon and hurdles. 
The children demonstrated great sportsmanship and 
determination to do their very best. 

We will be launching our “Spend a Penny or More” 

project officially in the Autumn Term and one of our 

brilliant Parent Governors, Mrs Walker, has very kindly 

set up a “GoFundMe” page to raise money for the much 

needed toilet block that we hope to build.

COVID and the guidance around hygiene rules have 

brought home to us just how desperately short of 

toilets we are.  The school has been adapted and 

changed over the years but, although numbers of 

pupils and therefore classrooms have increased, 

the number of toilets and additional hand washing 

facilities have not.

Previously, there were two cubicles (as well as urinal 

provision) for 110 boys.  The girl’s facilities have 

five cubicles.  Unlike most Schools, our KS1 and 

KS2 children have to share the same sets of toilets.  

Separating bubbles of children has been a challenge, 

so to reduce risk, we gave our KS2 children the use of 

staff toilets and the disabled toilet outside the school 

hall.  The staff now share one toilet, which we are sure 

everyone will agree, is far from ideal.

We have small funds that will stretch to the sanitary 

ware but the building works will incur the  

greatest costs.  

Every donation counts no matter how big or small.

A big THANK YOU for your continued support.

If you wish to donate to our worthy cause, please click 

on the link below. 

KS 1 Sports Day

IF YOU WISH TO DONATE TO OUR 
WORTHY CAUSE, PLEASE CLICK HERE 

Fundraiser

https://www.gofundme.com/f/much-needed-school-toilets?utm_campaign=m_pd+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_source=customer


On Tuesday 13th July, Key Stage 2 had their 
sports day. Unfortunately, only years 3, 4 and 
5 participated due to year 6 being away. The 
day was incredibly close with 2 teams ending 
with 169 points and 2 teams ending the day 
with 175 points. So, year 6 have it all to play for 
when they are back in school.  All of the children 
who took part in the day showed fantastic 
sportsmanship and gave it their all, which made 
it a fantastic day for everyone involved.

We would also like to Thank Mr and Mrs Lee for 
donating the beautiful balloons.

KS 2 Sports Day



At the end of last term we sadly said goodbye 
to Mrs Bowerman from the office. She has left 
us to pursue another full time career.  She 
will be greatly missed by the staff and the 
children and we wish her lots of luck in her 
new job.

It is also with much sadness that we say 
goodbye to Mrs Finch, our Y3 Teaching 
Assistant and School Gardening Lead. Mrs 
Finch has worked at Galmpton for 15 years 
and seen many changes in her time here 
at Galmpton. We’re incredibly grateful for 
her service and loyalty to Galmpton and 
are grateful for all that she has done as our 
Gardening Lead. When I arrived at Galmpton 
6 years ago the gardens were a wilderness 
and it’s wonderful to see the legacy of Mrs 
Finch’s work and her co-ordination of our fab 
gardeners. Thank you Mrs Finch. We know 
you will continue to stay in touch with us 
and wish you much happiness with all the 
projects and plans you have made!

Mrs Housden has worked with us as our 
reading catch up tutor for the last couple of 
terms. She has made a significant difference 
for those children who needed a little bit 
more support with their reading. We thank 
her for the difference she has made for so 
many children and the support she has given 
to the school.

Teachers will upload the year group 
curriculum map before the children return 
from the Summer holidays. Do have a look 
at your child’s class page on the website 
when we return as we will ensure parents 
are informed of curriculum coverage and 
content. We will continue to use Class Dojo to 
communicate home learning and other teacher 
communications too.  (Tapestry will continue to 
be used within YR and Y1 classes).

Having changed some of our practices within school due 
to Covid, one of the changes we’re going to retain, is on 
“PE lesson days”, children should come into school in 
their sports uniform.

Please ensure your child wears a plain white  
‘T’ shirt, navy shorts and plimsolls (preferably  
slip-ons).  Children may also wear suitable warm,  
navy blue joggers/tracksuit for sporting activities.

PE days will be advised in further communications.

However, please ensure that if your child is attending 
an after school sports clubs (Brixham Development 
Academy / Torquay United Multi-Sports etc), they must 
come to school in their school uniform and bring a bag 
with PE clothing to change into after school.

For some time we have planned 
to extend our gardening 
activities and ensure that all 
children are able to enjoy the 
undeniable benefits of outdoor 
learning. We are pleased to let 
you know that in the Spring 
Term, Mr Minns will be our 
“Outdoor Learning Lead”, organising groups of children 
in developing outdoor / forest activity skills. We will 
also have the benefit of returning to Greenway House 
and re-developing our links with the National Trust 
next year, through working in the allotment plot, which 
has very kindly been made available to us  
by Greenway.

Mr Minns is also a qualified children’s fitness instructor 
and he will be working alongside Torquay United 
providing PE lessons throughout the year groups.  

In addition to Mr Minns being our Outdoor Learning 
Lead and PE Instructor, he is also a highly experienced 
and well qualified swimming teacher.  So, from 
September, we will be able to use his swim teaching 
skills and he will manage the Key Stage 2 swimming 
lessons at Brixham Admiral Swimming Centre. We 
believe it will help and benefit many children to have a 
familiar adult teaching their weekly lessons.

Goodbye Staff Members

Class Pages on the website

Mr Minns 

PE Kits

Click Here to visit the Classes 
Page of our website

https://www.galmptonprimary.org/our-classes


When we return, our whole school will be engaged in a learning enquiry around 

diversity and discrimination. The focus will be on whether everyone is able to achieve 

and flourish in life. Classes will be exploring different aspects of discrimination 

including racism, gender, sexuality and disability. We have used the Church of 

England’s document, ‘Valuing all God’s children’ to support our work. We will use 

the gateway of citizenship to explore some very important and topical issues around 

diversity. Your child’s class teacher will be able to give you further information and 

will provide details on how you can support this valuable work.

Autumn Term 1 : 
Learning Enquiry

In Y1 our focus in RE this term has been Citizenship 
and Community. The children have been learning 
about people who have helped their communities, 
particularly in this last year and shown how to be 
good citizen. We then looked at how we can help our 
community and which local charity we could support 
to do this. Because we have had links with Food Banks 
previously, we thought making a food box would 
be an appropriate way to help. The response was 
amazing and the children really embraced the project 
and brought in bags full of food, so we managed to 
put together not one but THREE boxes - the children 
were so proud!  A big thank you to the generosity of 
our Y1 parents. 

Brixham “YES” Food Bank Donation by Y1 Pupils

We could not end this academic year without giving the biggest thank you to our wonderful volunteer 
gardeners Carol and Dave Eason. We are sure that not only our parents, but also our neighbours and local 
residents must agree, that our gardens have never looked better.  Carol and Dave devote an awful lot of their 
time to our School, not only working in the gardens with our children, but also devoting their time during 
weekends and the holiday periods to tend to our garden areas.  They raise money from selling their own 
plants and then use the funds to pay for supplies for the school gardens and grounds. We truly cannot thank 
you both enough for everything you do for our school and children. 

Thank you Carol and Dave



Email: admin.galmpton@acexcellence.co.uk   Telephone: 01803 842628 

Wednesday 8th September –  
Children return to School.

Monday 27th September 8am -  
Tempest Photography, family and individual photos - TBC.

Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October –  
Half Term Holiday.

 Galmpton Primary School  
 Calendar Dates

Citizenship

ExpressionExplorers

Leadership

Flourishing 
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